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I. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This lisiing of claims yyiU replace all prior versions, and Jism$y. of claims in tktf application, 
2-5 and 7-14 (Cancelled). 

1 5 . (New) A method of sustaining the environment b> converting vehicle environmental 
performance data into infonnaiion that Is useful both to consumers in their vehicle purchasing 
decisions, and to manufacturers in enhancing mariceting of vehicles for sale to said 
consumers, said method comprising the steps of; 

obtaining said vehicle environmental performance data; 

identiJying vehicles by vehicle manufacturers, brands, and models; 

identifying said vehicle models by vehicle configurations; 

establishing vehicle utility classes for said vehicles; 

grouping said vehicle models into said vehicle utility classes to allow 
evaluation of environmental performance of said vehicle models by said vehicle utility 
classes; 

developing forecasts of sales of said vehicle configurations by at least one of 

the following steps- 
obtaining said forecasts from said vehicle manufacturers; and 

estimating said tbrecasis; 
identifying vehicle environmental performance data components; 
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obramiag environmental performance values for said environmental 
performance daxa components by said vehicle configurations; 

developing environmental performance scores for said vehicle models by 
sales- weighting said environmental performance values of said environmental data 
components by said forecasts of sales; 

ranking said vehicles by comparing said environmental performance scores of 
said vehicle models in said vehicle utility classes to identify top performers of said vehicle 
models in said vehicle utility classes; 

presenting awards to manutourers of said top performers; and 

communicating said results and said awards to said consumers. 

16. (New) The method of claim 15, ^nrher comprising the step of: 

fiirther developing said environmental performance scores by compor\ent- 
weighting said environmental performance scores by said environmental pertbrmance data 
componenu according to a judgment of the severity of environmemal impacts of said 
environmental perfonnancc data components. 

1 7. (New) The method of claim 1 5 , fiuther comprising the step of: 

licensing said awards to said manufecturers. 

18. (New) The method of claim 15, ftmher comprising the step of: 

ranking said vehicles by comparing said environmental performance scores of 
said vehicle models to identity top performers of said vehicle brands. 
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19. (New) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of: 

ranking said vehicles by comparing said enviionmental perfonnance scores of 
said vehicle models to identify top performers of said vehicle manufacturers. 

20. (New) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said ranldng said vehicles step includes said 
top performers being a pnideieimined top percentile of said vehicle models by said vehicle 
utility classes, 

2 1 . (New) The method of claim 20 further comprising the step of: 

presenting awards to manufacturers of said predeiermined top percentile of 
said vehicle models. 

22. (New) The method of claim 20 wherein said ranking step includes said top percentile 
being a top quartile of said vehicle models by said vehicle utility classes. 

23. (New) The raeihod of claim 20 wherein said mnicing step includes said top percentile 
being the best of said vehicle models by said vehicle utility classes. 

24. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein said grouping step includes said vehicle 
utility classes including car classes and truck classes. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24 wherein said car classes include subcompact, 
compact. mid-si2e, foil-size, premium, luxury, and spons car. and further wherein said truck 
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classes include minivan, fiail-sizc van. compacr pickup, tUH-size piclcup, compact spon utility 
vehicle, mid-si2e spon utility vehicle, and full-size sport utility vehicle. 



26. (New) The mettiod of claim 1 5 wherein said step of identifying vehicle 
environmental performance data components includes identifying a fuel consumption 
component that is convertible to a miles-per-gallon equivalency component for electric 
vehicles using a wan-houis of energy per gallon of ftiel conversion factor. 

27. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein said step of identifying vehicle 
environmental performance data components inclxides identifying a solid waste and material 
consumption component, and further wherein said step of obtaining envirorunental 
perfoimancc values includes obtaining recycled contenT values. 

28. (New) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of: 

verifying the accuracy of at least a portion of said vehicle envirorunental 
performance data using an independent auditor to audit said at least a portion of said vehicle 
environmental performance data, 

29. (New) The method of claim 1 5, fiirthcr cwnprising the step of: 

verifying the accuracy of at least a ponion of said vehicle environmental 
performance data using an independent auditor to audit said at least a ponion of said vehicle 
environmental performance data. 
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30. (New) The mertiod of claim 27 wherein said step of obtaining recycled content values 
includes obtaining recycled content in weight values of given vehicle configurations by 
multiplying recycled content percentages of said given vehicle configurations by curb 
weights of said given vehicle configurations- 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 3 0 wherein said step of weighting said environraemal 
performance values includes multiplying said weight values of said given vehicle 
configurations by percentages of sales of said vehicle models Thar said given vehicle 
configurations represent. 

32. (New) The method of claim 3 1 further comprising the step of: 

fiirther weighting said environmental perfonnance scores by said 
environmental perfonnance data components according to a judgment of the severity of 
environmental impacts of said environmental performance data components, wherein said 
solid waste and material consumption component is weighted at about ten percent of said 
scores. 

33. (New) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said step of obtaining environmental 
performance values mcludes obtaining cemfication values from government air polluuon 
certification values. 

34. (New) The mediod of claim 33 wherein said step of identifying vehicle 
enviionmental performance data components includes identifying an air pollution component 
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and said method further comprises the step of further weighting said envirownenial 
performaiice scoies by said environraental performaitce data components according to a 
judgment of the severity of environmental impacts of said enviromncnial perfomiance data 
components, wherein said air pollution component represents about fifty percent of said 
scons. 



35. (New) The method of claim 34 wherein said air pollution component is component- 
weighted by substantially equal parts of photochemical pollutants and toxicant pollutants, 

36. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein said photochemical pollutants are weighted 
by substantially equal parts of NOxand NMHC and said toxicants are weighted by 
substantially equal parts of CO and particulate matter. 

37. (New) The method of claim 33 wherein the percentage of sales that each vehicle 
configuration represents widiin its respective vehicle model is multiplied by a certification 
value fat said each vehicle configuration. 

38. (New) The method of claim \ 5 wherein said siep of obtaining environmental 
performance values includes obtaining miles-per-gallon values from government data. 

39. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein said step of idemifyiog vehicle 
environmental performance data components includes identie/iug a fiiel consumption 
component and said method further comprises the step of further weighting said 
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enviitauncntal performance scores by said environraentaJ performance <im componems 
according to a judgment of *c severity of environmental impacts of said environmental 
performance data components, wberein said fuel consumption component is weighted at 
about forty percent of said scores. 

40. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein said fuel consumption component is 
calculated by multiplying the percentage of sales that each vehicle configuration represents 
within its respective vehicie model by a miles-per-gallon value for said each vehicle 
configuration. 

41 . (New) The method of claino 40 wherein said fiiel consumption component is fimher 
calculated according to the tbllowing equaiion: 

(1/M, - l/Mx) / (l/Mi - I/M2); 
where 

Mi = lowest mileage in vehicle utility class 

Mx sales-weighted mileage of the vehicle model 

M2 = highest mileage in vehicle utility class. 

42. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein said step of obtaining said vehicle 
environmental performance data involves obtaining said data from at least one of a 
goverrwncnt source and a manufacturer source. 
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43. (New) The rncihod of claim 15 wherein said of developing forecasts of sales 
involves developing said forecasts substantially concinrenily with an introduction of a 
vehicle model year. 

44. (Nev/) The method of claim 15 wherein said communicating step involves using the 
Internet to freely communicate said results. 

45 . (New) A method of sustaining the environment by converting envhronraenial 
perfonnance data into information that is useful both to consumers in their product or service 
purchasing decisions, and to manufactureis in enhancing marketing of products or services 
for sale to said consumers, said method comprising die steps of: 

obtaining said environmental perfomiance data; 
identifying products or services by business entities, brands, and models; 
identifying said models by configurations; 
establishing utility classes for said products or services; 
grouping said models into said utility classes to allow evaluation of 
environmental performance of said models by said utility classes; 

developing foitcasts of sales of said configurations by at least one of the 

following steps: 

obtaining said forecasts from said business entities; and 
estimating said forecasts; 
identifying environmental performance data components; 
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obraining environmental perfonnance values for S4id environmental 
perfonnance daia componenis by sai4 configurations; 

iieveloping environmental performance scores for said models by sales- 
weighting said environmental perfomtiance values of said environmental data components by 
said forecasts of salei; 

rankiny said products or services by comparing said environmental 
performance scores of said models in said utility classes to idemi^ top performers of said 
models in said utility classes; 

presenting awards lo business entities of said top performers; and 

communicating said results and said awards to said consumers. 

46. (New) The method of claim 1 5. fimher comprising the step of: 

further developing said environmental performance scores by component- 
weighting said environmental performance scores by said environmental performance data 
components according to a judgment of the severity of environmental impacts of said 
environmental performance dau components. 

47. (New) The method of claim 1 5, fimher comprising the siep of: 

licensing said awards to said business entities. 

48. (New) The method of claim 15. further comprising the step of; 

mnking said products or services by comparing said environmental 
performance scores of said models 10 identify top performers of said brands. 
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49. (New) The method of claim 1 8, fUnher comprising ihe step of: 

lanking said producis or services by comparing said cnvironmenuil 
performance scores of said models to identify top pcrfonners of said business entities. 

50. (New) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said ranking said prodqcts or services step 
includes said top pertbrmers being a predfiiermined top percentile of said models by said 
imliiy classes. 

5 1 . (New) The method of claim 20 further comprising the step of: 

presenting awards to business entities of said predetermined top percentile of 

said models. 

52. (New) The method of claim 20 wherein said ranking step includes said top percentile 
being a top quartile of said models by said utility classes. 

53. (New) The method of claim 20 wherein said ranking srep includes said top percentile 
beinfi the best of said models by said utility classes. 

54. (New) The method of claim 45, further comprising the step of: 

veriiying the accuracy of at least a portion of said environmental performance 
data using an independent auditor to audit said m least a portion of said environmemal 
performance data. 
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55 . (New) The nieihod of claim 45 wherein said step of obtaining said environmental 
pcrfonnancc data involves obtaining said data from at least one of a goveninieni source and a 
business entity source. 

56. (New) The method of claim 45 wherein said step of developing forecasts of sales 
involves developing said forecasts substantially concurrently with an inn-oduction of a 
product or service model year. 

57. (New) The method of claim 45 wherein said communicating step involves using the 
Internet to fireely communicate said results. 



12 



PAGE 16125 * RCVD AT m04 11:19:35 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRiUS^^^ 



